
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 20, 2022 

 

 

François Poirier 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

TC Energy Corporation 

450 - 1 Street S.W. Calgary, AB 

Canada, T2P 5H1 

 

Dear Mr. Poirier: 

  

I write to express concern about the recent oil spill from the Keystone Pipeline in 

Washington County, Kansas.1  The Keystone Pipeline has continued to exhibit a pattern of oil 

spills and safety incidents that put public health and safety at risk.  Therefore, I request that TC 

Energy provide a formal plan for preventing further oil spills and for remediating the significant 

damage caused by this most recent incident.  

 

Last Wednesday, the Keystone Pipeline spilled some 588,000 gallons of oil into a Kansas 

waterway, resulting in the largest oil spill in the Pipeline’s history and the largest onshore oil 

pipeline spill in nine years.2  In addition to damaging property and polluting a local waterway, 

the incident hurt American companies and consumers by increasing the price of crude oil during 

intra-day trading.3   

 

Unfortunately, this spill is not an isolated incident.  According to a Government 

Accountability Office report issued last year at my request, the Keystone Pipeline has had at least 

22 oil spills since 2010, excluding the spill last week.4  Of those incidents, the Pipeline and 

Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) has classified six as “impacting people or 

the environment”5 and this is the third significant spill from the pipeline since 2017.6   Even 

 
1 Federal data: Kansas oil spill biggest in Keystone history, Associated Press (December 9, 2022). 

2 Id. 

3 Oil spill in rural Kansas creek shuts down Keystone pipeline, Associated Press (December 11, 2022). 

4 Government Accountability Office, Pipeline Safety: Information on Keystone Accidents and DOT Oversight 

(July 2021) (GAO-21-588). 

5 Id. 

6 Id.  
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before the spill last week, the Keystone Pipeline’s safety record compared unfavorably to its 

peers.   

 

In light of these facts, I have significant concerns about TC Energy’s ability to safely 

operate its pipeline network.  I look forward to receiving TC Energy’s plan to address the root 

cause of this most recent oil spill and the systemic issues that continue to plague the Keystone 

Pipeline by no later than January 3, 2023.  Please contact Tuley Wright of the Committee staff at 

(202) 225-2927 if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Frank Pallone, Jr. 

Chairman 

      Committee on Energy and Commerce 


