
 

 

 

 

 

 

January 22, 2015 

 

The Honorable John Shimkus  

Chairman  

Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy  

Committee on Energy and Commerce  

2125 Rayburn House Office Building  

Washington, DC 20515-6115 

 

The Honorable Paul Tonko 

Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 

2322A Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515-6115 

 

Re: Subcommittee Hearing, “EPA’s 2014 Final Rule: Disposal of Coal Combustion 

Residuals from Electric Utilities.” 

 

Dear Chairman Shimkus and Ranking Member Tonko: 

 

I am writing concerning the hearing to be held by the Subcommittee on Environment and the 

Economy on January 22, 2015, entitled “EPA’s 2014 Final Rule: Disposal of Coal Combustion 

Residuals from Electric Utilities.” 

 

We have previously shared with you our grave concerns regarding the health and safety of 

Illinois communities and the risks posed to the State’s waterways by dangerous coal ash 

disposal.  For your convenience, I have attached our letter of August 2014, signed by 18 Illinois 

organizations, which requests a hearing in your subcommittee on the threats posed by coal ash.  

(Attachment 1 to this letter). 

 

In light of Thursday’s hearing, I would also like to share with you the following resolutions 

passed by the Vermilion County Board, Soil & Water Conservation District, Vermilion County 

Conservation District, and Vermilion County Conservation Foundation, and the Lake Vermilion 

Water Quality Coalition (Attachments 2-6). Each resolution passed unanimously, supported with 

the intent of illustrating broad community concern for local resources that stand to be damaged 

by ongoing coal ash pollution and a potential catastrophic breach in Illinois’ 15th District. 

 

The growing list of damage cases from improperly disposed coal combustion waste has 

illustrated that unchecked and poorly monitored disposal is an issue worthy of national concern.  
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In Illinois, the problem is particularly severe. Illinois is home to over 90 coal ash pits, many sited 

in places that are unsuitable and dangerous for the disposal of toxic waste. Fifty-six ash pits were 

built over groundwater recharge areas, 62 over shallow aquifers, and 9 were constructed over 

wetlands. In 2009, the Illinois EPA investigated 22 of the 24 coal-fired power plant sites in 

Illinois and found groundwater contamination from coal ash pollution at all 22 sites. 

 

Coal ash contains heavy metals like mercury, arsenic, selenium, chromium and cadmium which 

can cause cancer and brain damage in humans and are harmful to fish and wildlife. Illinois 

citizens and businesses that rely on the state’s water supplies are now facing risks from unstable 

dams precariously holding back thousands of tons of coal ash waste. In fact, after a series of 

structural integrity assessments of 38 Illinois coal ash pits, the EPA rated 16 in the state in 

“poor” condition. 

 

The risks presented by improper coal ash disposal in Illinois’ are incontrovertible, and 

communities across the state have worked to communicate these concerns – for the sake of 

human health, aquatic life, and their livelihoods. 

 

We urge you to consider these concerns, and we request that your committee refrain from 

advancing any legislation that weakens the final EPA rule. Such legislation would increase the 

risk to health and the environment from coal ash in Illinois and throughout the nation.   

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
 

Glynnis Collins 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 1. Letter to Chairman Shimkus Re: Request for House Subcommittee Hearing on 

Coal Ash Ponds 

Attachment 2. Vermilion County Board Resolution 

Attachment 3. Vermilion County Soil & Water Conservation District Resolution 

Attachment 4. Vermilion County Conservation District Resolution 

Attachment 5. Vermilion County Conservation Foundation Resolution 

Attachment 6. Lake Vermilion Water Quality Coalition Resolution 
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