21" CENTURY CURES DISCUSSION DRAFT

“If we want to save more lives and keep this country the leader in medical innovation, we have to make sure there’s not a
major gap between the science of cures and the way we regulate these therapies.”
-- Chairman Fred Upton, April 30, 2014

Over the last year, the Energy and Commerce Committee has engaged in a public conversation with patients, innovators,
providers, regulators, consumers, and researchers about what steps we can take to bridge the gap between advances in
science and medicine and how we regulate those therapies. This fight to treat and cure disease is an urgent, nonpartisan,
national priority. With 10,000 known diseases, 7,0004€ iezand treatments for only 500 of them, it’s clear we
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Successful and innovative delivery of treatments and cures to patients is the ultimate goal, and the discussion draft takes
steps to improve how this is done. Our committee members continue working on two crucial policies, interoperability and
telemedicine, that will be included in the final package. The committee anticipates the release of draft legislative language
in both of these areas shortly.



