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Parenthood-affiliated health centers, from their Medicaid programs and timed the release of this 

announcement with the annual "March for Life" rally. We are very concerned by this decision and by 

HHS's apparent willingness to allow an ideological agenda to undermine longstanding Medicaid law. 

Our concerns are heightened because it also appears HHS worked in tandem with the anti­

abortion organization Alliance Defending Freedom in drafting the January 19 letter. 8 New documents 

reveal that senior HHS and CMS officials were planning for, and ultimately received, a draft letter 

rescinding the 2016 guidance originating from the organization on January 11, 2018.9 Alliance 

Defending Freedom has been designated a hate group by the Southern Poverty Law Center and the 

organization's own website urges followers to "join the movement to defund Planned Parenthood." 10 

The apparent coordination between HHS and Alliance Defending Freedom raises serious ethical 

questions and makes clear that this document should not be relied upon. 

Efforts to exclude qualified providers from state Medicaid programs would restrict Medicaid 

enrollees' access to quality family planning and preventive care services, often for some women their 

only source of primary care. Preventive care services include screenings for breast and cervical cancer, 

sexually transmitted infection (STI) screenings, and contraception counseling and care. These services 

help to further the public health goals of detecting cancer, stopping the spread of STis, and preventing 

unintended pregnancy. By limiting access to qualified providers, those public health goals are 

unnecessarily put at risk. 

8 Letter from Hon. Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Member, Cmte Oversight & Gov't Refo1m, to Hon. 
Eric D. Hargan, Deputy Sect., Dep't Health & Human Services (Feb. 12, 2018). 

9 Id. 

10 Southern Poverty Law Center, Alliance Defending Freedom (https://www.splcenter.org/ fighting­
hate/extremist-files/group/alliance-defending-freedom); Alliance Defending Freedom, Four Critical 
Efforts to Defend L(fe (https://adflegal.org/issues/sanctity-of-life/overview). 








