March 21, 2017
Dear Senator/Representative,

On behalf of our millions of members, the undersigned 121 organizations urge you to oppose the
“Ozone Standards Implementation Act” (H.R. 806, S.263). The innocuous-sounding name is misleading:
this legislation would actually systematically weaken the Clean Air Act without a single improvement,
undermine Americans’ 46-year right to healthy air based on medical science, and delay life-saving
health standards already years overdue.

This bill’s vision of “Ozone Standards Implementation” eliminates health benefits and the right to truly
safe air that Americans enjoy under today’s law. First, the legislation would delay for ten years the right
to safer air quality, and even the simple right to know if the air is safe to breathe. Corporations applying
for air pollution permits would be free to ignore new ground-level ozone (aka smog) health standards
during these additional ten years. For the first time the largest sources of air pollution would be allowed
to exceed health standards. The bill would also outright excuse the parts of the country suffering the
worst smog pollution from having backup plans if they do not reduce pollution. The most polluted parts
of the country should not stop doing everything they can to protect their citizens’ health and
environment by cleaning up smog pollution.

This bill is not content to merely weaken and delay reductions in smog pollution. It also strikes at our
core right to clean air based on health and medical science. The medically-based health standards that
the law has been founded on for 46 years instead could become a political football weakened by
polluter compliance costs. This could well result in communities being exposed to unhealthy levels of
smog and soot and sulfur dioxide and even toxic lead pollution. The bill would also double the law’s five-
year review periods for recognizing the latest science and updating health standards, which are already
frequently years late; this means in practice that unhealthy air would persist for longer than ten years.

The legislation also weakens implementation of current clean air health standards. The bill expands
exemptions for “exceptional events” that are not counted towards compliance with health standards for
air quality, even when air pollution levels are unsafe. This will mean more unsafe air more often, with no
responsibility to clean it up. Requirements meant to ensure progress toward reducing smog and soot
pollution would shift from focusing on public health and achievability to economic costs. Despite the
bland name “Ozone Standards Implementation Act,” this bill represents an extreme attack on the most
fundamental safeguards and rights in the Clean Air Act.

Since 1970, the Federal Clean Air Act has been organized around one governing principle—that the EPA
must set health standards based on medical science for dangerous air pollution, including smog, soot
and lead, that protect all Americans, with “an adequate margin of safety” for vulnerable populations like
children, the elderly and asthmatics. This legislation eviscerates that principle and protection. We urge
you to oppose H.R. 806 and S.263, to protect our families and Americans’ rights to clean air.

Sincerely,
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