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communities that “are consistently exposed to disproportionate environmental and climate 
burdens,” and abuse your authority by “promoting a culture of fear” at EPA.6   
 

In response, at least 139 staffers were placed on administrative leave and an email to 
affected EPA staff specified that leave was “pending administrative investigation.”7  In addition, 
an EPA spokesperson declared “a zero-tolerance policy for career bureaucrats unlawfully 
undermining, sabotaging, and undercutting the administration’s agenda,” effectively concluding 
and publicly announcing that these individuals had somehow violated the law before an 
investigation was even conducted.  Taking adverse actions against employees for making a 
protected disclosure—including investigating them and placing them on administrative leave—in 
a manner that deters others from coming forward is a textbook violation of the Whistleblower 
Protection Act.  
 
 You must stop abusing your office and return these employees to their regular status 
immediately.  Additionally, you must provide Committee staff with a briefing on the alleged 
basis for your illegal action and how you intend to ensure compliance with the Whistleblower 
Protection Act going forward.  We will also be sharing this letter with EPA’s Office of Inspector 
General and asking that it conduct an investigation into this illegal activity.   
 
 We expect a prompt response and encourage EPA staff who have been retaliated against 
to contact Democratic Committee staff at (202) 225-2927 or ECDemTips@mail.house.gov.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Frank Pallone, Jr. 
Ranking Member 

 
 
 
 
Paul D. Tonko 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Environment 

 
 
 
Yvette D. Clarke 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Oversight  
   and Investigations 

 

 
 
 

 
6 See note 1.  
7 See note 3.  
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cc: The Honorable Brett Guthrie 
 Chairman 
 
 The Honorable H. Morgan Griffith  
 Chairman 
 Subcommittee on Environment 
 
 The Honorable Gary Palmer 
 Chairman 
 Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 


