
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Energy and Commerce, Member Hearing Day 

Writen Tes�mony of Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz 

 

September 18, 2023 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit a writen statement for the record for the Energy and 

Commerce Commitee’s Member Hearing Day.  Please find three pieces of legisla�on which I urge 

the Commitee to review and consider making a priority for the 118th Congress. 

 

1. Reducing Hereditary Cancer Act (H.R.1526) 

Under current law, Medicare covers gene�c tes�ng only for beneficiaries already diagnosed with 

cancer, regardless of family cancer history or a known gene�c muta�on in the family. This is a 

problem because knowledge of an inherited muta�on can be lifesaving for an individual and their 

family members as it guides decisions regarding cancer screening and preven�on.  

 

The Reducing Hereditary Cancer Act (H.R. 1526) is a bipar�san, bicameral bill, led by me, Reps. 

Mariannete Miller-Meeks, Elissa Slotkin, and Larry Bucshon in the House, and Sens. Lisa 

Murkowski and Ben Cardin in the Senate. This legisla�on aims to address gaps in Medicare 

coverage so individuals at high risk of cancer have access to these crucial services.   



 

 

 

 

 

This legisla�on amends Medicare to require:  

1. Coverage of guideline-recommended gene�c tes�ng for inherited muta�ons known to 

significantly increase cancer risk in two Medicare popula�ons:  

a. (i) those with a known hereditary cancer muta�on in their family, and  

b. (ii) those with a personal or family history suspicious for hereditary cancer.  

2. Coverage of appropriate follow-up services for Medicare beneficiaries who have an 

inherited muta�on causing an increased risk of cancer:  

a. increased cancer screening (e.g. breast MRIs, more frequent colonoscopies) and  

b. risk-reducing surgeries (e.g. removal of ovaries and fallopian tubes). 

 

These services are covered for Americans with private insurance and Medicaid, but unfortunately 

not Medicare. Lack of access to these lifesaving services exacerbate health dispari�es and 

adversely affect Medicare beneficiaries, Medicare, and the U.S. healthcare system as a whole.  

 

With access to more early detec�on, individuals would detect cancer earlier when it is more easily 

treated, beter understand their personal cancer risks for mul�ple cancers, make informed 

decisions about the type and frequency of cancer screenings, and inform family members about 

their poten�al cancer risks. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

2. Comprehensive Cancer Survivorship Act 

There are more than 18 million cancer survivors in the United States, and 26 million are expected 

by 2040. Significant advancements in early detec�on, preven�ve care, and treatment of many 

cancers have resulted in a rapidly growing community of those living with, through, and beyond 

a diagnosis. 

 

The Comprehensive Cancer Survivorship Act (CCSA) (H.R.4363), led by me, Reps., Brian 

Fitzpatrick, and Mark DeSaulnier, and Senators Amy Klobuchar and Ben Cardin, is a landmark 

piece of legisla�on that aims to provide a lifeline to survivors and their families by addressing the 

en�re survivorship con�nuum of care for this deadly disease.  

 

For every survivor, cancer will be a very different and personal experience. This legisla�on aims 

to set new standards for survivorship from diagnosis to end of life, ensuring the best and most 

seamless experience for survivors, and their families and caregivers, throughout their journey. 

The CCSA will address gaps in survivorship care and develop desperately needed standards to 

improve the overall pa�ent-centered quality of care and naviga�on needs that cancer survivors 

and their families experience. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

To empower survivors with the best possible resources and care to overcome this terrible disease, 

the legisla�on addresses several pillars: 

1. Care Planning and Transi�on: Provides a Medicare service and payment for care planning 

and coordina�on services to help improve coordina�on of care and transi�on to primary 

care, and consolidates treatments to guide survivorship monitoring and follow-up care; 

2. Alterna�ve Payment Model: Studies exis�ng reimbursement landscape to develop an 

alterna�ve payment model to ensure a coordinated approach to survivorship care across 

an episode of care; 

3. Naviga�on: Develops effec�ve and comprehensive naviga�on services that emphasize the 

con�nuum of care, such as follow-up and health dispari�es and determinants, like food 

insecurity, housing, transporta�on, labor, broadband and telehealth access, and childcare; 

4. Quality of Care: Establishes grants to promote u�liza�on of naviga�on, employment of 

risk-stra�fica�on, transi�on to primary care, u�liza�on of care plans, poten�al use of at-

home care, and beter use of informa�on technology for pa�ent experience data; 

5. Employment: Establishes employment assistance grants to help survivors, their families, 

and caregivers when faced with a range of workforce challenges; and 

6. Educa�on and Awareness: Creates resources for survivors and health professionals to 

promote early detec�on, preven�ve care and help providers provide high-quality services. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The legisla�on also addresses issues such as the innova�on and use of technology, fer�lity 

preserva�on, long-term studies, community resources for pa�ents and providers, and provisions 

concerning childhood and adolescent cancer. 

 

3. Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety (VGB) Reauthoriza�on Act 

Drownings and near-drownings in pools and spas pose a significant public health risk to our 

na�on’s children. Drowning is a public health crisis, and it remains the leading cause of 

uninten�onal death for children ages one to four. Further, drowning death rates for American 

Indian and Black individuals demonstrate high dispari�es that greatly affect these communi�es 

and their families. However, we are not powerless in addressing these tragedies, and strong 

educa�on, awareness, and enforcement efforts can help make children safer around the water 

and save lives.  

 

The Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety (VGB) Reauthoriza�on Act (H.R.5202), first 

authorized in 2008, is aimed at improving the safety of all pools and spas by increasing the layers 

of protec�on and promo�ng uninterrupted supervision to prevent child drowning and 

entrapment. The law has three principal elements:  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

1. First, it con�nues to require every public pool in the US to install safe drain covers that 

prevent suc�on entrapment.  

2. Second, it con�nues a grant program to provide cri�cal support for local officials to 

educate communi�es about drowning and entrapment dangers.  

3. Third, it con�nues “Pool Safely,” a na�onal public educa�on campaign to raise awareness 

about drowning preven�on 

 

The VGB Reauthoriza�on Act will con�nue to carry out these primary func�ons in the tradi�on 

built on over a decade’s worth of exper�se in proper execu�on of the programs. The VGB 

Reauthoriza�on Act extends grant program eligibility to non-profit organiza�ons to expand the 

reach to even more communi�es and families. It also creates a grant awareness campaign to 

increase par�cipa�on across the country. Further, the bill increases relevant staffing at the CPSC, 

and incorporates provisions concerning oversight and repor�ng to con�nue to learn how to 

improve the programs in the future.  

 

Keeping the VGB Grant Program and the “Pool Safely” campaign ac�ve and robust has had a 

strong and las�ng impact on our communi�es by preven�ng drownings and near-drownings. As 

such, it is necessary to amend and reauthorize this program to ensure it con�nues to benefit our 

communi�es as intended. With this reauthoriza�on, we will ensure that the infrastructure,  



 

 

 

 

 

resources, commitment, and robustness of the program reflects the seriousness of this public 

health issue. 

 

Thank you for your considera�on, 

 

 

Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz 

Member of Congress  

 

 


