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June 17, 2025 
 
 

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue SW  
Washington, DC 20201 

 
Dear Secretary Kennedy: 
 
 We write to request a prompt and honest explanation of the numerous errors and 
misrepresentations contained in The MAHA Report: Make Our Children Healthy Again 
Assessment (the “Report”), which was initially released on May 22 by the Presidential 
Commission to Make America Healthy Again (the “Commission”).  As Chair of the 
Commission, you are quoted in a press release accompanying the Report as saying, “[w]e will 
follow the truth wherever it leads” and “uphold rigorous science.”1  Reporting and a review of 
the Report demonstrate, however, that it contains so many errors that cannot be accurately 
described as “following the truth” or upholding rigorous science.  We therefore request 
information on your flawed process that led to the Report. 
 

Shortly after the Commission released the Report, reporters from NOTUS published an 
article identifying numerous deeply concerning flaws with the sources cited in the Report, 
including mischaracterization of science, erroneous identification of authors and journals, and—
most concerningly—outright fabrication of non-existent sources.2  Subsequent reporting 
identified other flaws as well as clear hallmarks of the use of ChatGPT in the report.3  Even after 
the Commission made some revisions, cited researchers objected that the revised version 
continues to mischaracterize their work.4 

 
1 Department of Health and Human Services, MAHA Commission Unveils Landmark Report Exposing Root 

Causes of Childhood Chronic Disease Crisis (May 22, 2025) (press release).  

2 NOTUS, The MAHA Report Cites Studies That Don’t Exist (May 29, 2025) (https://www.notus.org/health-
science/make-america-healthy-again-report-citation-errors). 

3 White House MAHA Report May Have Garbled Science by Using AI, Experts Say, The Washington Post (May 
29, 2025). 

4 See note 2. 
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The White House sought to downplay the errors in the Report, calling them “formatting 
issues.”5  It is true that report is rife with what might be generously described as “formatting 
errors.”  For example, many citations in the original Report misidentified authors or incorrectly 
stated publication title or volumes.  By way of illustration, two different people were cited in two 
different footnotes as the author of the article How much recess should kids get?  Neither is the 
actual author of the article.6 

 
There are far more significant errors, including the fact that several articles cited in 

support of the Report’s assertions do not appear to exist at all.  This includes: 
 
 Changes in mental health and substance use among US adolescents during the 

COVID-19 pandemic;7 
 

 Direct-to-consumer advertising and the rise in ADHD medication use among 
children;8 
 

 Direct-to-consumer advertising of psychotropic medications for youth: A growing 
concern;9 

 
 Overprescribing of oral corticosteroids for children with asthma;10 

 
 Titanium dioxide: Evolving regulatory classification and possible health implications 

in humans and the environment; and11 
 

 Chronic stress and inflammation: The role of cytokines in metabolic diseases.12 
 

The fabrication of sources is not a question of “formatting” and instead indicates a 
fundamental failure in your and the Commission’s process and conclusions.  These issues alone 
call into question the integrity of the entire Report. 

 

 
5 NBC News, Trump Admin Corrects RFK Jr.’s MAHA Report After Citation Errors (May 30, 2025) 

(https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/trump-admin-corrects-rfk-jrs-maha-report-citation-errors-
rcna209913). 

6 The MAHA Report’s AI Fingerprints, Annotated, The Washington Post (May 29, 2025). 

7 Make America Healthy Again Commission, Make Our Children Healthy Again Assessment (May 22, 2025) 
(original version) (available at https://web.archive.org/web/20250522215748/https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2025/05/WH-The-MAHA-Report-Assessment.pdf). 

8 Id. at p.71 n.521. 

9 Id. at p.71 n.522. 

10 Id. at p.59 n.420. 

11 Id. at p.25 n.126. 

12 Id. at p.52 n.371. 
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Your failure to conduct meaningful research and careful review of the Report before its 
release is also demonstrated by many misrepresentations made about existing data and about 
conclusions drawn by cited sources.  For example, one section of the Report cited to a study in 
support of the claim that therapy is as effective or more effective than medicine in treating 
mental health.13  But one of the statisticians who wrote the cited source has explained that the 
study made no such comparison.14 

 
These numerous, fundamental errors in the Report demonstrate a serious lack of scientific 

rigor and a flawed process designed to deliver conclusions that align with your personal views 
rather than the evidence.  A review of the numerous errors found in the Report also raises the 
question of what extent AI tools were used to research and draft it without adequate oversight or 
policies to ensure accuracy.  While you have said that you believe in “radical transparency,” so 
far you have not explained how these egregious errors were included in the initial version of the 
Report or why you have allowed misstatements of scientific findings to remain in the current 
version of the Report.15  And even where a fabricated source appeared in the original, you appear 
to have simply swapped in another source for the same assertion, demonstrating that you have 
conducted this process entirely backward by deciding conclusions first and then seeking out 
sources to justify your opinions.   

 
To make matters worse, it appears that you walked back even the most meager efforts to 

notify readers of errors and changes to the Report.  For example, the revised version of the 
Report available on May 29 identifies in several footnotes that citations were “corrected” or 
“updated.”16  But the version currently available online contains no such notations.17 
  

The day after the release of the Report, President Trump issued an Executive Order 
entitled “Restoring Gold Standard Science,” which states that there is a “loss of trust” in science, 
in part due to a “falsification of data.”18  The initial version of the Report contains what would 
undoubtedly constitute both “fabrication[s]” and “falsification[s]” under the terms of the 
Executive Order.19  And authors of some of the articles still cited in the most recent version 
contend that their conclusions are still being misrepresented.20  In other words, your Report fails 

 
13 Id. at p.18. 

14 See note 2. 

15 Id. 

16 See Make America Healthy Again Commission, Make Our Children Healthy Again Assessment (May 27, 
2025) (revised version) at p.7 n.2, p.25 n.126, p.26 n.136, p.27 n.159, and p.34 n.220 (available at 
https://web.archive.org/web/20250528190607/https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/WH-The-
MAHA-Report-Assessment.pdf). 

17 See Make America Healthy Again Commission, Make Our Children Healthy Again Assessment (May 29, 
2025) (current version). 

18 The White House. Restoring Gold Standard Science (May 23, 2025) 
(https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/restoring-gold-standard-science/).  

19 Id. 

20 See note 2. 
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to meet the basic standards of science, even by the terms laid out by the very Administration you 
work for. 

 
 In a post by the White House on X, you are quoted as stating that “Never in American 
history has the federal government taken a position on public health like this.”21  You are correct 
in that this is a uniquely embarrassing and flawed document on public health.  In order to 
understand how this happened and ensure that you are more scientifically rigorous and vigilant 
going forward, we seek answers to a series of questions.  We ask that you respond to the 
following questions by July 1, 2025: 
 

1. Please confirm whether and to what extent AI tools were used in preparing the Report, 
including research, drafting, or revision.   
 

a. If so: 
 

i. Please list all AI tools that were used. 
 

ii. Please describe how each tool was used. 
 

iii. Please provide a complete list of prompts or other inputs used with these 
tools. 
 

iv. Please explain what process was followed to confirm the accuracy of the 
work product that resulted from the use of AI tools. 
 

b. If not: 
 

i. Please explain how you came to cite non-existent sources in the Report.  If 
you contend that the original version of the Report did not cite to any non-
existent sources, please provide copies of the following cited sources: 
 

1. Changes in mental health and substance use among US 
adolescents during the COVID-19 pandemic; 
 

2. Direct-to-consumer advertising and the rise in ADHD medication 
use among children; 

 
3. Direct-to-consumer advertising of psychotropic medications for 

youth: A growing concern; 
 

4. Overprescribing of oral corticosteroids for children with asthma; 
 

 
21 The White House (@WhiteHouse), X (May 23, 2025) 

(https://x.com/WhiteHouse/status/1925972794153550277).  
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5. Titanium dioxide: Evolving regulatory classification and possible  
health implications in humans and the environment; and 

 
6. Chronic stress and inflammation: The role of cytokines in 

metabolic diseases 
 

ii. Please explain why the term “oaicite,” an apparent artifact of the use of 
OpenAI’s ChatGPT, was included in footnotes 2 and 134.22 

 
2. Please provide all policies or guidelines or other documentation regarding the process for 

conducting research, drafting, editing, and publishing reports that were applicable to the 
MAHA Report.  This includes, but is not limited to, documentation relating to the use of 
AI, cite-checking or other quality assurance, and scientific integrity. 

 
3. Please explain why only some changes to citations that have been made since the original 

version were notated, why the description of those revisions did not disclose that citations 
had been changed altogether (including where a source appears to have been altogether 
fabricated), and why those notations no longer appear in the current version of the 
Report.  Please also explain how these decisions are consistent with your purported 
commitment to “radical transparency.” 
 

4. Please state whether further revisions to the Report are planned, particularly in light of 
comments made by researchers cited in the Report that their studies have been 
mischaracterized. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
22 Make America Healthy Again Commission, Make Our Children Healthy Again Assessment (May 22, 2025) 

(original version) (available at https://web.archive.org/web/20250522215748/https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2025/05/WH-The-MAHA-Report-Assessment.pdf) at p.7 n.2 and p.25 n.134; White House MAHA 
Report May Have Garbled Science by Using AI, Experts Say, The Washington Post (May 29, 2025). 
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If you have any questions about this request, please contact the Committee Democratic staff 
at (202) 225-2927. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Frank Pallone, Jr. 
Ranking Member 

 
 
 
 
Diana DeGette 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Health 

 
 
 
Yvette D. Clarke 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Oversight  
   and Investigations 
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 Chairman 
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