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Good moming, Chairman Guthrie (guh-three) and Ranking Member Pallone (puh-loan). Thank 

you for holding this hearing and giving an opportunity for off-committee members to share our 

priorities in your Committee's jurisdiction. 

I'm here today to talk to you about my bill, H.R. 4486, the Microplastics Safety Act. 

You see, when I first started working on this issue, my staff told me a pretty shocking fact: most 

ofus have a SPOON's [HOLD UP SPOON] worth ofmicroplastics in our brains. 

But what was even more shocking to me was HOW those plastics are getting into our system. 

And the answer is ... it's everywhere. It's easy to think ofit coming from polluted water or 

something like that. In reality, when you're heating up food in the microwave, microplastics 

from the tupperware are entering your system. 

If you're doing laundry, the air you're breathing in is full of plastic particles due to synthetics in 

the fabric. 

And even something as simple as brushing your teeth - microplastics are in the toothbrush you 

use multiple times a day. 

Bottom line, they're everywhere. And the evidence is growing that they are posing a serious 

threat to our health and our safety. 

Now, I'm an engineer, so I know we can innovate our way out of any problem. But what I also 

know is that we can't do that without the data. 

And there is simply not enough data out there to begin to solve the problem of microplastics 

- that's where my bill comes in.






