
Rep. Bonamici Remarks E&C Member Day Hearing Remarks 12/12/25 

Thank you Chair Guthrie and Ranking Member Pallone for holding this 

member day hearing. 

I'm here today to advocate for a bill that this Committee should once 

again make a priority, the bipartisan Alan Reinstein Ban Asbestos Now 

Act (H.R. 5373). 

It is dangerous and unacceptable that the United States still allows the 

importation, manufacturing, and distribution of asbestos - a known 

carcinogen that has claimed too many lives in our country and around 

the world. We know that asbestos exposure continues to cause 

devastating health effects, particularly for those working in conditions 

where this deadly material is or was present. 

Tens of thousands of Americans die from occupational asbestos 

exposure each year, and thousands of people are diagnosed with 

Mesothelioma, a deadly form of cancer. Mesothelioma is caused by 

exposure to asbestos that has been used as insulation and fireproofing 

material in homes, commercial buildings, and common products such as 

paint and construction materials. Mesothelioma also disproportionately 

affects first responders, with firefighters at a much higher risk of 

developing this deadly cancer compared with the general population. 
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